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Tour Stop 1
In The Beginning

As you drive north for the next few miles, you can
view the rolling hills in the Moquah Barrens. Do you
know how these hills were formed? Imagine taking a trip
back 10,000 to 25,000 years, to a time when a mile-high
glacial ice sheet covered this land. Over several thousand
years, the glacier began to recede. Meltwaters deposited
sand, burying ice chunks broken from the ice sheet. This
process formed a plain-like landscape. As the buried ice
chunks melted, the landscape collapsed, forming today’s
pitted outwash topography (depressions in the land-
scape). An interesting fact for you to note, is that most of
the hills are of the same elevation, indicating that the
landscape was formed from the surface collapsing rather
than the hills protruding.

Travel 2.2 miles to Tour Stop 2.
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Tour Stop 2

Pine Barrens Restoration

Before the turn of the century, the Moquah Barrens
looked entirely different than it does today. It was once
a vast pine barrens, dominated by grasses and scattered
stands of mature pine.

The logging industry invaded this area in the late
1800's, removing the stands of mature red and white
pine. Repeated wildfires, fueled by the logger’s slash,
raced across the pine barrens. This human activity altered
the natural state of the barrens community.

As you approach Tour Stop 3, you'll see a pine
barrens restoration area on your left, as indicated on the
auto tour map. Areas like this, along with Crex Meadows
and the Namekagon Barrens, have been identified as
unique ecosystems in Wisconsin.

Travel 2.1 miles to Tour Stop 3.
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Tour Stop 3
That Was Then...This Is Now

Following the logging era, the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCCQ) planted jack pine in the 1930’s. You may
notice the “corn-like rows” that stripe the hills and
valleys. The goal of the CCC was simple...replant the
forests that were logged at the turn of the century. As
these jack and red pine plantations flourished, the species
ideally suited to a pine barrens habitat dwindled in
numbers.

The Forest Service is making an effort to return
the Moquah Barrens to its original condition. It began
by removing most of the pine plantations, while encour-
aging prairie grasses and brush. You will notice that a few
small stands of mature pine remain on the horizon, which
is what the area would have looked like prior to the
logging era.

If you wish to take the west route of this Auto Tour, turn
left (west) on Forest Road 242 and travel .5 miles to Tour
Stop 4. To follow the north route of this Auto Tour,
continue straight (north) on National Forest Highway 236
for .3 miles to Tour Stop 18.
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Tour Stop 4

Moquah Barrens Management

In the 1950's a sharp-tailed grouse management area
was established to maintain a habitat that would support
a viable grouse population. The 3,000-acre area to the
north was expanded to 7,200 acres in 1965, where wildlife
management would be the main purpose.

Today, through the cooperative efforts of the Forest
Service and the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, the area is maintained with controlled burns
and timber harvests. These efforts help the sharp-tailed
grouse population and also benefit other plant and
animal species including big bluestem, ternate grape
fern, bluebirds, upland plovers and brown thrashers.

Travel 1.8 miles to Tour Stop 5.
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Tour Stop 5
Birds of a Feather...Stick Together!

Once a threatened species, the eastern bluebird has
made an impressive return to the Moquah Barrens
assisted by artificial nesting boxes like these. These boxes
were placed close together to take advantage of the
natural guarding instincts. Bluebirds and tree swallows
often live side by side harmoniously, defending each
other’s nests and territories. Watch for the bluebirds
as they perch on shrubs looking for caterpillars,
grasshoppers and beetles. The bluebird has a
characteristic red breast and, as Henry David Thoreau
stated, “carries the sky on its back.”
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Travel .2 miles to Tour Stop 6.



